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(FOR  BROADCAST  USE  ONLY) 

SUBJECT:  "QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS."  Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics, 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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Judging  from  this  week's  crop  of  mail,  my  friends  are  all  thinking  about 
winter  clothes  right  now.     And  judging  again  from  the  letters,  the  women  who  buy 
ready-nade  clothes  have  just  as  many  questions  to  ask  as  those  who  are  dressmaking 
at  home. 


With  all  these  questions  coming  in,  of  course,  I'm  glad  to  have  the  leaflet 
called  "Quality  Guides  for  Ready-Made  Dresses"  to  send  anyone  who  wants  help  in 
buying  a  dress.    But  according  to  some  people,   that  leaflet  isn't  enough.  Let  me 
read  you  part  of  a  letter  from  a  listener  who  says  she's  not  content  with  that 
leaflet.    She  writes:  "Dear  Aunt  Sammy:  Why  do  you  talk  only  about  buying  dresses? 
In  ray  opinion,  the  coat-buying  problem  is  far  more  important  to  most  women.  A 
winter  coat  usually  costs  much  more  than  a  dress  and  has  to  last  longer.     I  always 
think  of  a  new  winter  coat  as  a  long-time  investment,   so  making  a  good  buy  is  a 
serious  matter  to  me.  " 


This  listener  goes  on  to  say  that  she  has  only  a  moderate  amount  to  spend 
on  her  winter  coat  this  fall,  but  wants  to  get  the  best  value  for  her  money.  She 
asks  about  buying  a  plain  coat  or  a  fur-trimmed  coat,  about  what  wool  material  will 
wear  well  and  what  won't,  about  the  lining  —  all  very  good  questions  indeed. 

Well,  if  we  were  all  millionaires,  we  could  buy  coats  by  the  dozen  every 
season  —  coats  for  dress,   for  travel,  for  sports,  for  street  and  so  on.    And  if 
we  made  a  few  bad  buys,  who  would  care?    But  most  of  us  are  like  the  lady  who 
wrote  the  letter.     We  buy  one  winter  coat  at  a  time  and  we  don't  buy  one  every  fall. 
So  most  of  us  need  a  coat  that  will  do  for  general  wear  —  church  and  street  and 
travel  —  for  walking  and  driving  and  calling  on  our  in-laws.    You'll  find  winter 
coats  of  many  different  kinds  in  the  stores  now.     Some  are  very  dressy.    These  are 
for  party  occasions  only  and  for  looks  rather  than  wear.     Their  more  delicate  fab- 
rics and  dressier  styles  won't  stand  up  under  everyday  use,  nor  look  suitable.  At 
the  other  extreme  are  the  sports  coats  —  those  very  plain-cut,  often  mannish 
coats  of  rugged  material  like  tweed  or  homespun  that  will  last  through  hard  wear 
and  rough  weather,  but  won't  look  right  at  church  or  afternoon  tea.     Between  these 
two  extremes  are  the  coats  that  most  of  us  want  —  the  warm,  comfortable,  long- 
"earing,  moderately-priced  coats  that  will  do  for  almost  any  occasion.     But  they 
aren't  so  easy  to  select. 

The  people  who  know  coats  say  that  you  can  do  a  good  deal  of  the  shopping 
jot  at  home.  How?  Well,  by  looking  through  the  magazines  and  newspapers  until 
have  a  pretty  definite  idea  of  the  coats  this  year.  Then,  by  thinking  over 
^at  kind  of  coat  you  want;  the  color  that  will  go  best  with  your  other  clothes 
aad  that  you  won't  tire  of;  the  price  you  want  to  pay.  With  all  this  in  your 
=ind,  you're  ready  to  go  out  and  look  over  the  coats  in  the  stores. 
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Here  are  a  few  points  to  consider  as  you  look. 

Plain  simple  styles  without  much  trim  will  keep  in  style , longest  and  pro- 
bably wear  the  best.     If  you  haven't  much  money  to  spend,  an  all-cloth  coat  will 
usually  be  a  better  buy  than  a  fur-trimmed.    Good  quality  cloth  naturally  lasts 
better  than  cheap  cloth  plus  cheap  fur.     Conservative  colors  also  last  best  and 
usually  suit  your  other  clothes  best.     Black,  dark  blue  or  brown  will  be  less  tire- 
some than  a  vivid  green  or  red.     Fnen  you  try  on  a  coat,  try  walking  and  sitting 
and  moving  your  arms  in  it.     Be  sure  the  sleeves  don't  restrict  you  so  they'll  be 
uncomfortable  in  driving  a  car  or  carrying  a  bundle.    Be  sure  the  skirt  is  not  too 
tight  for  comfortable  walking  and  sitting.    Then  be  sure  the  coat  fastens  comfor- 
tably and  .snugly  so  the  wintry  breezes  won't  be  blowing  down  your  neck  or  up  your 
sleeve. 

Two  things  you  want  to  ask  about  the  material.     First:  Is  the  cloth  all-wool 
or  part-wool?     Second:  What  is  the  quality  of  the  wool?    Many  mixtures  of  wool  and 
other  fabrics  look  like  all  wool,  but  after  you've  worn  them  for  a  while  will  show 
the  difference.     For  example,  a  wool-and-cotton  mixture  usually  won't  be  as  warm 
as  an  all-wool  fabric,  nor  wear  as  well,  nor  resist  wrinkles  as  well.     That's  why 
/ou'll  be  wise  to  ask  before  you  buy. 

Once  you  learn  that  the  fabric  is  all-wool,   the  next  question  is:  "What  qual- 
ity of  wool?"    Of  course,  you  know  that  the  best  wool  fibers  are  long  and  even  and 
strong.    Poor  fibers  are  harsh  and  stubby,  short  and  uneven.    You  can  tell  a  poor- 
fiber  material  by  feeling  it.     It  will  feel  stiff  and  heavy,  won't  have  the  spring 
when  you  crumple  it  in  your  hand  that  good  v/ool  has.    poor  wool  fabric  looks  dull 
and  hasn't  an  even  clear  weave.    A  coat  made  of  it  will  get  baggy  withwear,   or  lose 
its  finish,  or  become  rough  and  broken  at  places  that  get  hard  wear. 

Some  day  —  if  we  women  keep  asking  and  urging  the  manufacturers  —  some  day 
" 1 11  put  tags  on  the  coats  that  will  tell  us  enough  about  the  materials  to  guide 
In  buying.    Today  what  labels  you  find  are  too  indefinite  to  help  much.    A  label 
that  says  "All  Wool"  or  "Virgin  Wool "doesn" t  say  whether  that  wool  is  of  good  or 
poor  quality.    A  tag  that  says  "Marvelously  Durable"  or  "The  New  Shore-Line  Weave" 
doesn't  help  at  all.     §0  we  have  to  do  the  best  we  can  in  judging  fabrics.  For 
everyday  use,  you'll  be  wise  to  look  for  a  firm  material  with  an  even  definite 
weave.    Loops  over  the  surface  of  the  material  will  catch  and  pull.    A  fluffy  nap 
especially  one  on  a  weak  foundation  will  wear  off  at  hips  and  elbows.  Material 
that  is  too  stretchy  when  you  pull  it  between  your  hands  is  likely  to  become  baggy. 

Someday,  too,  maybe  the  manufacturers  will  tell  us  about  the  linings  in 
coats.    Most  linings  today  are  of  silk  crepe.    And  most  are  of  weighted  silk  — 
though  that  usually  doesn't  wear  as  well  as  pure-dye  silk  of  equal  weight  nor  as 
»ell  as  some  synthetics.     The  manufacturers  say  that  most  women  aren't  willing  to 
pay  the  higher  price  for  a  durable  lining.    As  for  the  interlining^     that  is  often 
of  cotton  flannelette.     A  light-weight  wool  material  like  good  wool  flannel  is  a 
warmer  interlining  and  doesn't  wrinkle  as  much  as  flannelette. 

Well,  time's  up.     And  this  is  only  a  start  on  this  big  question  of  coat- 
buying.    As  I  said,  it  will  be  a  happy  day  for  us  coat-shoppers  when  the  manufac- 
turers   attach  labels  that  will  help  us  get  value  for  our  money. 

More  clothing  questions  and  answers  next  Tuesday.     In  the  meantime,  if  you're 
interested  in  the  leaflet  on  dress-buying,  write  to  the  U.   S.  Department  of  Agri- 
culture at  Washington,  D. C.  and  ask  for  "Quality  Guides  in  Buying  Ready-made  Dress- 
es-     A  copy  is  yours  as  long  as  the  supply  lasts. 


